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IsbaalJLujW 



What is Isbaal? 



Isbaal is to wear garments that extend below the ankles. 
Is it Forbidden? 



Yes, because the Prophet p said: 

^ <j jM "i jj " jus ^ jjyi t> 1> <J4—i u " 

"Trte part of an Izaar (garment) which hangs below the ankles is in 
the Fire." 73 

Some hold the opinion that Isbaal is forbidden when it is done out of pride, 
conceit or arrogance. Is this argument true? The answer is: No, because: 

First: The threat to punish in Hell those who drag their garments bellow the 
ankles is clear 74 . 

Second: Several texts indicate that the Prophet p was commanding the people 
to pull up their garments. The majority of the Muslim Scholars (Al-Jumhoor) 
agree that when the text is in the imperative from, intended for Tahreem 
(forbidding something), unless there is another authentic evidence that indicates 
otherwise. 



73 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V.7, hadeeth # 678. 

74 The punihable part is that which violates the command of the Prophet p i.e below the ankles. Al-Hafidh 
Ibn Hajer is with the opinion that the obvious literal meaning of the hadeeth holds true i.e. the clothes 
togethor with the part below the ankles will be in Hell as it is the case in the saying of Allaah (SW): 

(98 { fe. M OjP 0* oj^ l-j fSS } 

"Certainly! You (disbelievers) and that which you are worhipping now besides Allaah, are (but) 
fuel for Hell!" (Qur'aan 21:98). See Fathul Baaree V. 10, hadeeth # 5789 (same as # 678 above), PP. 
268-269, Published by Daar Ar-Rayyaan, Cairo, Egypt. 
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In one incident, the Prophet p sighted someone dragging his lower garment. He 
rushed to him and said: 

" Pull up your Izaar and fear Allaah". The man said: "I am a an Ahnaf 
75 person with trembling knees". He (the Prophet p) said: " Tug up 
your Izaarl Certainly, all of Allaah's creation of Allaah is good". 
Since then the man was not seen except with his Izaar touching the 
middle of his shanks or up to the middle of his shanks 7 ^. 

It is clear that the Prophet p did not question the man whether he was doing it out 
of pride or arrogance. In fact its clear that from the condition of the man that he 
did not even think about arrogance! Neverthless the Prophet p did not accept it 
his Isbaal and considered that Isbaal is incompatable with At-Taqwa (the fear of 
Allaah). 

Third: The genearalized prohibition of Isbaal is clear in the saying of the 
Prophet p. On one occasion he said to Sufyaan bin Sahl: 

2876 (jJ (jiua £L±a_k^3- " (jjIiuiJI V Jh\ (jla (Jfuu V ;<J§-^ (jj (jLii'-'j V 

"O Sufyaan bin Sahl! Do not lower your garment below your ankles because 
Allaah does not love the Musbileen (those who lower their lower garments below 
their ankles)." 77 

Jaabir bin Saleem said that the Prophet p told him: 

(770 

".. .And beware of the Isbaal of the Izaar because it is from Al-Makheelah (conceit, 
arrogance, etc.) and Allaah does not love it." 78 
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One can notice the text (underlined) in the imperative from indicating the 
forbidding of Isbaal whether it is done out of Makheelah or not. Al-Hafidh Ibn 
Hajer in his commentary about some of the Ahaadeeth mentioned above said: 
"The Isbaal mentioned in these Ahadeeth is a grave sin if it is done out of 
Makheelah, otherwise the apparent meaning of the Ahadeeth indicates that it is 
forbidden." 79 



Fourth: The manifestation of the Aayah: 



(7 4 jAaJI) { I j^jjla <jc U J4 jiii J jJJA f£&\ L» j } 

"And whatsoever the messenger gives you take it, and whatsoever he 

forbids you, abstain from it." (Qur'aan 59:7) 

\ 

It is known that the Ath-Thawb 80 of the most honoarble of mankind, Muhammad 
p : "aJl» J\ ■uji "was up to the middle of his shanks." 81 This is confirmed 
in another hadeeth in which Uthmaan x reported that the "The lower garment of 
the Prophet p extended to the middle of his shanks." 82 Who else is more 
humble than him p? He knew that Isbaal necissitates Al-Makheelah even if the 
Musbil does not intend it. This is supported by the hadeeth of Jaabir bin Saleem 
in which the Prophet p made it clear that Isbaal is a manifestation of 
arrogance: 

jxiLj jjU-^ja. ^jV flujj aJc M ls L^> Jli : j \\\ ty* <ti£ JtxuiVt 
.1 352 j 1 1 09 t^fcU UXJI.(3iLi-ll tti JjVI 

He p commanded Jaabir bin Saleem saying: 



75 Ahnaf, a person afflicted with a distortion of the foot with each foot moving towards the other one along 
the big toe. 

76 Reported by Ahmad and others, and it satisfies the conditions set by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim. See 
As-Silsilah As-Saheehah, hadeeth # 1441 . 

77 Saheeh Sunnan Ibn Majah by Shayekh Nassir-ud- Deen Al-Albaanee # 2876. 

7 ^Silsilat Al-Ahaadeeth as-Saheehah, the Series on the Collection of Authentic Ahaadeeth, by Shayekh 
Al-Albaanee, hadeeth # 770. 
79 FathulBaaree, V. 10, P. 263. 
80 Ath-Thawb: garment. 

81 Reported by Ahmad, At-Tirmithee in Ash-Shamaa'il Al-Muhammadiyyah and by others. The hadeeth is 
authentic as reported by Waleed An-Nassr in his book Al-lsbaal Liqhayr Al-Khuyalaa', P. 15. 
^Reported by At-Tirmithee in Ash-Shamaa'il Al-Muhammadiyyah and Al-Albaanee authenticated it # 98. 
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"And tug up your Izaar up to the middle of your shanks, and if you dislike it, then 
up to the ankles (i.e. up to a point above the ankles) and beware of Isbaal 
because it is arrogance." 83 

Shouldn't we, therefore, abide by the command of Allaah in the above Aayah? 
Fifth: Isbaal by men is an immitation of women. 

The Prophet p forbade that men dress like women and vice versa. He said: 

"Allaah cursed the man dressed like a women and the women dressed like a 
man." 84 



In fact Ibn Umar & said that: "the Prophet p said: "The one who trails 
his Thobe out of conceit, Allaah will not look at him on the the Day of Judgment". 
Ummu Salamah said: "What should the women, O Messenger of 

Allaah, do with the lower ends of their dresses?" He said: "They may let them 
hang down a span". She said: "Still their feet will be uncovered". He said: "Then 
let them hang the ends down a forearm's length, not exceeding it." 85 

Lowering the garments below the ankle is a the code of dress of women. Shayek 
ul Islaam Ibn Taymmeyah said: 

"...The immitation (of others) in the outward appearences produces a propotional 
assumption of the deeds and manners. That is why we are ordered to oppose the 
Kuffar... and that is also why men and women are prohibited from immitating 
each other in accordance with the Ahadeeth: 

" f*" f t> " 

"Whoever takes the simlitude of certain people becomes one of them" 86 



88 SilsilatAI-Ahadeeth as-Saheehah, hadeeth # 1 109 and 1352. 

^Saheeh Abee Dawood, hadeeth # 3454, Ibn Majah 1903, Saheeh Al-Jaami'e As-Sagheer, hadeeth # 
5095, and others. 

^ 5 An authentic narration reported by Abee Dawood (# 3467 in Saheeh Abee Dawood), An-Nassaa'ee (# 
5336) and At-Tirmithee {Saheeh At-Tirmithee #141 5), and Ibn Majah #3580 & 3581 . 
86 An authentic hadeeth collected by Abee Dawood, Ahmad, and others. See As-Silsilah As-Saheehah 
V. 1,676 
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The man who immitates women acquires from their manners according to the 
extent of his immitation, such that it he may end up in complete 
effeminancy...The woman who immitates men assumes part of their manners 
until she attains levels of Tabarruj^, Burooz®8 and Mushaarakah with men^ 
driving some of them to show their bodies as men do, demanding superiority 
over men, and doing whatever contradicts the bashfulness of the woman. .."90 
When Ummar bin Al-Khattaab x saw a man dragging his Izaar, he called upon 
him and said: "Are you having your menses?". The man said: "O Ameer Al- 
Mu'mineen91\ Does a man have menses?" Ummar said: "What made you drag 
your Izaar over your feet?" He then ordered a blade, rapped (the lower ends of) 
the man's Izaar and cut what trailed below the ankles... 

Today we see that men are trailing their Izaar (Thobe, trousers, pants, etc.) like 
women while women wear clothes whose lower ends are way above the ankles! 
May Allaah guide our men and women to abide by the Commands of Allaah and 
His Messenger p. 



Sixth: Isbaal is extravagancy: 

Allaah has set a measure for everything, including the clothes for men. If a 
Muslim exceeds the limits set by Sharee'ah then he becomes an extravagant. 
Allaah, Most Exalted, says: 

(31 ««_a jcVt) { ojs jjlAii t_ia4 v <j) iji jjuij Vj i jo^i j i As } 

"And eat and drink but waste not by extravagance, certainly He (Allaah) 
likes not the extravagants." (Qur'aan 7: 31). 



°'Tabarruj, displaying beautification as a show off to strangers. Displaying beautification to the husband 
is not Tabarruj. 
88 Burooz, show off. 

^Mushaarakah, joining men in all walks of life. 

90 Shayekh ul Islam Ibn Taymmeyah in his book Al-Fatawa (Arabic), V. 22, P. 254. 
^ Ameer Al-Mu'mineen, the Commander of the Faithful. It is a title given to the Islamic Caliph. This 
incident was narrated by Kharshah bin Al-Hurr. The report is found in Waleed An-nasr's book Al-isbaal 
Lighayer Al-Khuyalaa, p. 18, where he attributed it to At-Tabaree. It is reported in a summarized version 
by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Mussannaf (V.8, p. 393) with a Saheeh Isnaad, as An-Nasr said. 
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Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajer, may Allaah's Mercy be upon him, said: " If the Thobe (as 
well as all other garments) exceeds the appropriate size 9 2 of the one who wears 
it, then it would be prohibited based upon extravagancy and that leads to 
Tahreem." 93 



Seventh: Isbaal and impurities: 



Ubaid bin Khalid said: "I was walking trailing my Burd 94 . A man talked to him 
saying: "Pull up your Thobe because that (will keep it) more clean and will last 
longer". I looked (to see who was talking to me) and he was the Prophet p. I said: 
"It is only a black and white-striped Burdah (outer garment)". He said: "Don't you 
have an example in me?' I said: "I looked (at him) and his Izaar was (extending) 
to the middle of his shanks." 95 

Abdullah Ibn Mas'oud narrated that: "A young man paid a visit to Umar x (after 
he was stapped by Abu Lu'lu'ah Al-Majoosee) and he started praising Umar t. 
(The narrator) said: "Umar saw the man trailing his \zaaf . He said to him: "O son 
of my brother! Lift your clothes, for this will keep them clean, and save you from 
the Punishment of your Rabb."^ 

The painful suffering from the fatal wounds in Umar's body did not prevent him 
from talking about the issue of Isbaal because Umar realized the threat of 
punishment in Hell for those who hang down their lower garments. In this there is 
a great lesson for all Muslims and especially our young generations that they 
should take this matter seriously and abide by the commands of Allaah and His 
Messenger p. On the other hand the incident shows that Umar while leading an 
Ummah did not say this is a "minor issue" as some Muslims respond when they 
are adviced about this issue or that of the beard. He considered all matters of 
Deen in light of the teachings of the Qur'aan and Sunnah. Certainly if a person is 
new to Islaam or if he is ignorant, then we gradually teach him the importance of 
Tawheed and that the Sunnah is an integral part Tawheed. 



92 The appropriate size takes into consideration what is prohibited and what is permitted. For example, it is 

prohibited to wear pants that "just fit in" and display or "framelike" the shapes of the private parts of men. 

This would alos be considered an an immitation of the Kuffar. 

93 Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P. 263. 

94 Burd, a black decorated square outer garment. 

95 Shayekh Al-Albaanee said that the hadeeth is authentic as in Ash-Shamaa'il Al-Muhammadiyyah 
(Sumarized Version), # 97. 

96 Collected by Al-Bukhaaree and Muslim. See Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree V. 5, hadeeth # 50. It is also 
reported by Ibn Abee Shaybah in his Musannaf , V. 8, P. 27. 
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When these matters are made clear to him, then it is very natural to call him to 
abide by them. Setting the priorities without comprimising or indefinetly 
postponing the reminders is, inshaaa' allaah, the beneficial approach. 

Note: Someone may ask the question: "If the Sunnah for women is to trail their 
dresses, then what about the impurities that may attach to the dresses?" 

A women asked Umm Salamah ^ the following question: "I am a 
women having a long trail of my garment and I walk in a filthy place; (then what 
should I do?). Umm Salamah replied: "The Messenger of Allaah p said: 'What 
comes after it cleanses it'. " 97 



The Sharee'ah permitted the trailing by the women in order to cover her feet 
which are illegal to keep naked before others. That is the exception upon which 
the ruling for women regarding the trailing is different from that for men. 



Summary: Isbaal is forbidden due to the following reasons: 

1- The threat of punishment in Hell for the Musbil, 

2- The clear command of the Prophet p to pull the garments above the ankles, 

3- The absolutely generalized terms regarding its Tahreem, 

4- The demand to follow the Prophet p and abide by his orders, 

5- lt is a Makheelah (pride, arrogance, conceit, etc.), 

6- lt is an imitation of women, 

7- lt is an extravagancy, 

8- The Musbil cannot protect against filth. 



97 The hadeeth is reported by Imaam Malik, Ahmad, At-Tirmithee, Abee Dawoood, and Ad-Daarimee. 
Shayekh Al-Albaanee said that the hadeeth is authentic since it is supported by another sound narration 
reported by Abee Dawood and in which a women of the Banu Abd Al-Ashhal reported: "I said O Allaah's 
Messenger! Our road to the mosque has an unpleasent stench; what should we do when it is raining? He 
asked: "Is there not a cleaner part after the filthy part of the road?". She replied: "indeed there is one". He 
said: "It makes up for the other". See Mushkatul Masaabeeh, V.1, hadeeth #504 and 512. 
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Clearing Some Shubuhaat 98 Regarding Isbaal] 



First Shubllha: Isbaal is permitted as long as it is not done out of Makheelah. 
Some refer to the following hadeeth as an evidence: 

ija Jlaa t^T'ifi; jljj U&j p M J jvj (_jJc dAkJ ;Jli La^jc. A\ LS ^aj J^t ,jj .dill Ajc (jc 

(>> <iy "j*. ija ;Jlaa 4 jfL djsij31 p <CjLi Jia. <j jjj Jjj jJa JjU t L^aj £lj Jj*. 

l y l A CijJ ;4Jjj J) CbJ ;p (^jjll Jlaa 4 (Aio lilli .saUj! J g^. Jiuy c5 J jj 

(OlA tSSli Jxi; 



^Shubuhaat, unclear matters. 
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[Abdullah bin Umar ^ reported that: "I came to visit the Messenger of 
Allaah p and I was wearing an Izaar Yataqa'qa' (clanking because of its trailing 
below the ankles) . He p said: "Who is this?" I said: "Abdullah bin Umar". He said: 
"If you are an Abel (i.e. a true slave) of Allaah, then pull up your Izaar". I did. He 
then said: "more!". (Ibn Umar) said: "I pulled it up until it reached the middle of 
shank; this was the (length) of his Izaar until he (p) died". He then looked towards 
Abee Bakr and said: "If anyone trails his garment arrogantly, Allaah will not look 
at him on the Day of Judgment". Then Abu Bakr said: "My Izaar sometimes 
hangs low (in another narration he said: "one of the sides of my lower garment 
hangs low if I do not take care of it")^. The Prophet psaid: "But you are not one 
of them (in another narration he said: You are not one of those who do so 
conceitedly) 100 .] 101 

Discussion: The hadeeth supports the Tahreem of Isbaal rather than the opinion 
which permits the Isbaal as long as it is not done out of conceit. In fact the 
hadeeth clearly makes it obligatory on the Muslim not to let his Izaar hang lower 
than his ankles, and that he must tuck it up even though his intention was like 
that of Abu Bakr in the hadeeth i.e. not done out of conceit. In fact Abu Bakr 
said: "One side of my Izaar hangs low if I do not take care of it ". In ourt times, 
however, people let their Izaars hang low , unlike Abu Bakr, and then they claim: 
"Well we 

do not do it out of arrogance!". Don't they realize the commands of Allaah's 
Messenger to tuck up the Izaar and that his Izaar was extending to the middle of 
his shanks? Don't they know that He p never thinks about Makheelah? Isn't he 
our example? 

It is also clear that Abu Bakr did not say that: "I made my Izaar trailing". In fact 
he said in one narration: "Sometimes my Izaar hangs low". So, its his Izaar that 
goes down when as he said: "I do not take care of it". Its clear that when he takes 
care of it it stays above his ankles, but when it gets loose it hangs low. Al-Hafidh 
Ibn Hajer reported that Ibn Sa'dd reported a narration from the way of Talha bin 
Abdullaah bin Abdur-Rahmaan bin Abee Bakr, that 'Aaaishah ^ cs-^j 

said: "Abu Bakr was Ahnaa (had an inclination in his back), his Izaar could not 
hold on him, it used to get loose around his loins". Al-Hafidh also reported a 
narration from the way of Qayess Ibn Abee Haazim who said: "I visited Abee 
Bakr and he was a thin person." 102 



"From Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V. 7, hadeeth # 675. 
^"ibid. Also reported by Abee Dawood. 

^The hadeeth was reported by Imaam Ahmad, Abdul Razzaaq, At-Tabaraanee and others. Al-Albaanee 
said: The hadeeth's Isnaad is according to the conditions laid down by Ash-Shayekhan (i.e. the two 
Shayeks: Al- Bukhaaree and Muslim), As-Silsilah As-Saheehah, V. 4, P. 95. The part of the hadeeth 
starting with the saying of the Prophet p: If anyone trails his Izaar" and ending with "you are not of those 
who do so conceitedly" is reported by Al-Bukhaaree, Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree V. 7, hadeeth # 675. 
™ 2 Fathul Baaree V. 10, P. 255. 
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Those who design garments, pants, etc. whose lower ends abide by the Sunnah, 
but when they wear them they get loose and sometimes trail below the ankles, 
resemble the case of Abu Bakr. 

The Prophet p considered that Abu Bakr was not "one of those who hang their 
garments out of conceit", because Abu Bakr did not intend to lower his Izaar 
below the ankles, and it only trailed when he did not take care of it. Those who 
intend to trail out of conceit are threatened with a grave punishment: 

ill jiajj 4?!>UL Ajjj ja. (j*) 4j1c- il ^ 4j9 A^J^J $ eXiaJI 

^L^^Uall p ^ <JJ jliu ill jla 4 <irLJI Vl 

The Prophet p said: 

"Allaah will not look (on the Day of Resurrection) 103 at person who drags 
his Izaar (behind him) out of conceit."™ 4 

In another narration the Prophet p said: 

-". f j^ »JJ t> J! ZJ&ft ?ji i>1 jM; V : Jli p ill J^-j :x ^1 

"Allaah will not look at a person , on the Day of Judgemt, who drags his 
Izaar out of pride and arrogance." 105 

In addition, on the Day of Judgment, Allaah will not talk to or sanctify the Musbil. 
This is confirmed in the authentic hadeeth in which Abu Dharr reported the 
Prophet p as saying: 

"fJie Lllit ^ j ffcuSjj V j pfcilj jJajj V j pjJ ill V 

L j»A tl jjni-N j I ;ji jjI <Jla CjIj^i djSlj p ill J jxxj IaSjss ;(Jla 

Jjiiallj i^jLLall j-sjl jj (Jim all o (Jim all AjIjJ -(Jim all "(JIS ?il <J_jjjjj 

_jaAjjC.j i^Luijll C(_^juj^]l cljjl.1 jjI ( f -il . ii <i si jj-"i_jil£]| i ala II ; 4'iirlm 



103 See Appendix. 

104 AI-Bukhaaree, Muslim, and Ahmad. See Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V. 7, hadeeth # 675., and Saheeh 
Muslim, V. 3, Ahadeeth # 5191-5195. 

™ 5 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V. 7, /jacfeetf? # 679 and Saheeh Muslim, hadeeth # 5201 . 
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"There are three (kinds) of persons to whom Allaah will neither speak on the Day 
of Judgment, nor will He look at them nor purify them, and they will have a 
painful Punishment. He (Abu Darr) said: "Allaah's Messenger repeated itthree 
times. Abu Dharr remarked: "They failed and they lost; who are these persons, O 
Messenger of Allaah? He p replied: "The one who wears a trailing robe (the 
Musbil), the one who takes account of what he gives, and the seller of goods by 
false oaths." 106 



Certainly Abu Bakr received a testimony from the Prophet p that he did not lower 
his Izaar out of arrogance. Those who intentionally make Isbaal, when did they 
receive a purifying testimony? 

In another incident, Ubdullah Ibn Umar passed by the Prophet p and his Izaar 
was hanging low. He said describing this incident: 



"I happened to pass before Allaah's Messenger p with my garment hanging low. 
He said: Abdullah, tug up your lower garment. I tugged it up, and he again said: 
"Tug it still further". I tugged it still further and I went on tugging it afterward, 
whereupon some of the people said: "To what extent?" Thereupon he said: "To 
the middle of the shanks." 107 

The Prophet p did not keep silent when he saw Abdullah bin Umar hanging low 
his Izaar. This shows that the prophibition of Isbaal for men is not restricted only 
to the case if it is done out of Makheelah. Abdullah bin Umar is one of the great 
Sahabah. Imagine what would the position of the Prophet p be if he sees the 
clothes on many Du'aat (those who invite others to this Deen), or even "scholars" 
each trailing his Jubbah, 108 garment, or pants? We know that Ibn Umar 
hastened to comply with the Prophet's command. Now it takes hours, talks, 
lectures to convey the Prophet's command and still you find people arguing that: 
"Well! As long as Isbaal is not done out of conceit then its OK!" Indeed it makes 
the clement person preplexed! To Allaah alone, is the complaint! 



106 Collected by Muslim (Saheeh Muslim, V.1, hadeeth # 192 and 193), Saheeh Abee Daawood, hadeeth 

# 3444, Saheeh At-Tirmithee # 967, Saheeh Ibn Majah, # 2208, An-Nassaa'ee, Book of Zakat, V.5, P. 

81, Imaam Ahmad in his Musnad, V. 5, P. 148 and P. 162, and others. Al-Albaanee also reported it in 

Saheeh Al-Jaami', V.3, hadeeth # 3062. 

107 Reported by Muslim, Saheeh Muslim V. 3, hadeeth # 5200. 

™ 8 Jubbah, a cloak. 
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Second Shubuha: The Prophet p himself dragged his garment, so why is it 
that trailing is forbidden? People who say stand by the above statement take the 
following texts as their evidence: 



os-taj jkj p ^jill ^laa tjjjiAjill cliaJ&jli p A\ J jj^j Sic S" ;Jli '<ic Ai\ LS ^j *t>J^l <_sJ Cf 
^jjI ^jja. 5L?j*2ui« jkj j»U3";o jfij <j2j ." mal l J) ^^jjl ^jJa. s<ib J jkj £ jii" 



Narrated Abu Bakra x: "We were with Allaah's Messenger p when the sun 
eclipsed. Allaah's Messenger p stood up dragging his cloak till he entered the 
mosque..." 109 . In another narration, Abu Bakra said: "Allaah's Messenger came 
out dragging his cloak till he reached the mosque." 110 Still in another narration 
by Abu Bakra: "He got up dragging his garment hurridly till he reached the 
mosque." 111 



The other case is when the Prophet p made an early salutation after the third 
rak'ah of an afternoon prayer. "A man called Al-Khirbaaq who had long arms got 
up and said: "Has the prayers been shortened, O Messenger of Allaah? He came 
out angrily trailing his cloak and when he came to the people he said: Is he telling 
the truth? They said: "Yes". He then said one rak'ah, then gave the salutation, 
then made two prostrations (of forgetfullness), then gave the salutation." 112 



The third incident as reported by Abur Rahman bin Abee Sa'eed Al-Khudree who 
narrated it from his father. He (the father) said: I went to Qibaa' with the 
Messenger of Allaahp on Monday till we reached (the habitation) of Banu Saalim. 
The Messenger of Allaah p stood at the door of 'Itbaan and called him loudly. So 
he came out dragging his lower garment. Upon this Allaah's Messenger p said: 
"We have made this man to make haste". 'Itbaan said: "Messenger of Allaah, if a 
man parts with his wife suddenly without seminal emission, what is he required to 
do (with regard to bath)?". The Messenger of Allaah p said: "It is with the seminal 
emission that bath becomes obligatory." 113 



^Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V. 2, hadeeth # 1 50. 

110 ibid, hadeeth# 170. 

1 1 1 Saheeh Al-Bukhaaree, V. 7, hadeeth # 676. 
112 See Saheeh Muslim, V. 1, hadeeeth # 1187. 
113 Saheeh Muslim, V. 1 , hadeeth # 674. 
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All of the above Ahadeeth are supporting evidences for the opinion that if a 
person does not intend to lower his garment, but it happens that he draggs it due 
to to certain circumstances, like being in a hurry, angry, etc. then he is not a 
Musbil by intention. Therefore, he is to be reminded but not blamed. The Prophet 
p came in a hurry, so did 'Itbaan. Another exception is due to necessity.'' 14 For 
example if someone has a wound on his ankle, he may cover it by extending his 
lower garment if he does not have any other means to protect it. 



Third Shubuha: It was reported in the Musannaf of Ibn Abee Shayebah with 
an authentic chain of narrators that Abdullah bin Mas'oud p "used to dragg his 
lower garment; when he was asked about it he said: 'I have thin shanks'. " 115 

1- AI-Hafidh Ibn Hajer responded to this issue saying: "it indicates that he 
extended it lower than the recommended, which is the middle of the shanks. It is 
improper to suspect that he let it exceed the ankles as indicated by his response: 
'I have thin shanks' 116 . It is possible that he was not aware of the story of Umr 
bin Zarrarah, 11 ^ and Allaah knows best." 11 ** 

2- The narration about Ibn Mas'oud is of the Mawqoof 119 category opposed by 
many Marfoo' 120 narrations. Certainly the Marfoo' takes precedence over the 
Mawqoof. The evidence is in what is established by the Prophet p. 



114 See Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P. 257. 
115 Musannaf Ibn Abee Shayebah, V. 6, P. 26 # 1 1 . 

^In fact Abdullah bin Mas'oud reported that the "The Prophet p disliked ten things". He mentioned them 
and amongst them was "the dragging of the Izaar (i.e. below the ankles). This was reported by Imaam 
Ahmad in his Musnad, V. 6, PP. 103-104, hadeeth #4179 . The checker, Ahmad Shaakir, mayAllaah's 
Mercy be upon him, said: "Its Isnaad is Saheeh". This supports Al-Hafid's position that the "Isbaaf in 
Abdullah bin Mas'oud's garment was an extension lower than the middle of the shanks but not exceeding 
the ankles. Certainly Ibn Mas'oud would not opposee the Prophet's position on Isbaal. 
117 Abu Umamah x reported that: "While we were with the Messenger of Allaah p, Umr Bin Zararah Al- 
Ansaaree followed us and he was dressed with a cloak and a trailing Izaar. The Messenger of Allaah p 
began to hold the side of his Thobe, humbling himself to Allaah and saying: 'I am your slave, the son of 
your male-slave, the son of your female-slave", until Umr heard it. Upon this he said: 'O Messenger of 
Allaah!, I am a person with thin shanks'. He p said: 'O Umr! Allaah has perfected everything He has 
created; O Umr! Allaah does not like the Musbil.' "-Reported by At-Tabaraanee and others. Al-Hafidh said: 
"Its narrators are Thuqaat (trustworthy). See Fathul Baaree, V. 10, PP. 275-276. 
118 Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P.276. 

119 Mawqoof, "stopped"; a narration from a Sahabee (Companion) not traced to the Prophet p. 
120 Marfoo', "raised"; a narration attributed to the Prophet p. 



45 



The Fourth Shubuha Some people consider the matters of Isbaal , the 
growing of the beard, and the entire outward appearance of the Muslim as 
"minor" or "trivial" issues. They base this conclusion on their understanding that 
the Deen of Allaah is divided into a "crust or a shell" and a "core". The outward 
appearance is from the "crust" part. 



This classification of Islamic matters is an innovation. 121 It is aimed at diluting 
the Deen of Allaah leaving it for the taste of men and women to decide for 
themselves whether they have to abide by some of its rules and regulations. In 
fact we are ordered by Allaah to "fully, perfectly, and whole-heartedly" enter the 
Deen of Islaam: 



(208 

"O you who believe! Enter perfectly in Islaam and follow not 
the footsteps of Satan." (Qur'aan 2:208) 

Ibn Katheer said in his Tafseer (exegesis) of this Aayah: "Enter in Islaam and 
obey all of its rules and regulations". Al-Alloosee, may Allaah's Mercy be upon 
him, commented about the same Aayah, saying: "Entirely enter in Islaam and do 
not let anything of your outward and inward natures except that Islaam contains 
them leaving no room for anything else." 122 



The Prophet p ordered, forbade, warned and set the example regarding the 
Isbaal, the beard, the straightening of the lines in the prayers. So, the Muslim 
should not take these matters lightly because insisting one even one sin, no 
matter how small, may subject the Muslim to the threat of Allaah: 

(5 t . inafl) { ^jla A\ j-l J I jfcl j t& } 



121 There is truth in the saying that: "had it not been for the shell, the core would spoil"! Islaam is an intact 
message. The deeds of the heart reflect on the outward bahavior and appearence. This evident in the 
hadeeth in which the Prophet p said: "Truely there is a piece of flesh in the body; if it is sound, the the 
whole body is sound, and if it is corrupt the whole body is corrupt. Truley it is the frearf'-Saheeh Muslim, 
V. 3, # 3882. What is also certain is that the outward appearence influences the inward condition. In the 
hadeeth reported by An-Nu'maan bin Basheer, the Prophet p said: "Straighten your rows (in prayers) or 
Allaah would certainly put your faces in contrary directions (i.e. would create dissension amongst you). "- 
Saheeh Muslim, V. 1, hadeeth # 874 and 875. In another narration reported by Abee Daawood, the 
Prophet p said: "...or Allaah would make your hearts differ."-See Saheeh Al-Jaami', hadeeth # 1202. 
122 Roofr Al-Ma'aanee, V. 1. The Tafseer of Aayah # 208 of Soorat Al-Baqara. Published in 1408/1987 
by Daar Al-Fikr, Beirut, Lebanon. 
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"So when they turned away (from the Path of Allaah), Allaah 
turned away their hearts (from the right Path)." (Qur'aan 61, 5) 



Sahl bin Sa'd narrated that the Prophet p said: 



.389 2 



"Beware of the small sins! The simlitude of the small sins is like a 
group of people who came down to the depth of a valley; one 
(person amongst them) brought a stick (of wood), and another 
(person) brought another stick (etc.), until they collected what was 
enough to get their bread baked. It is certain that when the small 
sins take hold of their possessor they destroy him (her)." 123 



Ubaadah bin Qurss said: "you do certain things that are "thinner than hair" in 
your sight (i.e. not blameworthy in your consideration), but at the time of the 
Prophet p they were considered from the grave offenses." 12 ^ When this saying 
of Ubaadah bin Qurss was mentioned to Muhammad Ibn Seereen, 125 he 
believed it and said: "I consider that trailing of the Izaar is one of the grave 
offenses because of the severe threat of Punishment that was related in the texts 
about it. People think of it as one of the minor sins because of their excessive 
ignorance and false pride." 126 

The Approved Length of the Lower Garment: 



The Izaar (including pants) must be above the ankles and preferably to the 
middle of the shanks: 



1 23 Reported by Imaam Ahmad and others. See As-Silsilah As-Saheehah, V. 1 , hadeeth # 389. 
^Reported by Ahmad and others. Waleed An-Nassr reported it as Saheeh in his book: "(The ruling on) 
Isbaal not done out of Conceit." P. 29, second edition, 141 1/1990. Publisher's name not mentioned. 
125 Abu Bakr, Muhammad Ibn Seereenn, died 110 Hj/729. He was one of the known Fuqahaa' (Jurists) of 
the City of Bara-lraq. He was famous for his in depth interpreatations of dreams. 

^ Reported in Al-Fath Ar-Rabbaanee Bitarteeb Musnad Al-lmaam Ahmad Ashayebaanee, by Ahmad 
Al-Bannaa As-Saa'aatee, V. 17, P. 291. Daar Ash-Shihaab, Egypt. 
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C?JJ i£*J P ^ J^J LS^ ^JJ* ill ^aj.y£. jjj] Jc 

sljj-" < jj3Lui]l ■ °1 ■ ; Jtaa JJ ;^ jail jj^nr i Jlaa 

"I happened to pass before Allaah's Messenger p with my garment hanging low. 
He said: Abdullah, tug up your lower garment. I tugged it up, and he again said: 
"Tug it still further". I tugged it still further and I went on tugging it afterward, 
whereupon some of the people said: "To what extent?" Thereupon he said: "To 
the middle of the shanks." 127 

JjYI £J^a jm life" ; JtaS-ASLui ji- Jlu, 4ljaKj p A\ J j^j iai ;Jli Jc 
.(364/4 <^^all) jjtj Jluull j JuJj 

Huthaifah said: "Allaah's Messenger took by shank (or by the muscle of my 
shank) and said: "This is the extent of the Izaar. If you dislike it, have it lower (i.e. 
above the lower end of the shank's muscle). If you (still) dislike it, then (know 
that) it is not legitimite that the Izaar extend below the ankles." 12 ** 

U CllLu ;JliS t(i_Jjaxj Jj Ja^.jll Juc.)-AjjI Jt cj^jll AjC Jj (,"%tl\ jc 
ejjj" ;p ill J>"J <_JLS li'llitm JjjaJI Je ;Jlaa 'jljYI jc ^jAll Aixjj 
jjlS La U£J 1 <n^-^lla. V jL^js. tJjU I L — *' ^Imnll 

jj! sIjj- ".4j1I il j^=h; (J sjljl J> Jo c Jull J C)j}*^ Cy J^l 

Jji-^ll £*LJI 2017 AAJauuall-^Ja^a jL&l JlS-^la ji Ojjb 

.921 

AI-'Alaa bin Abdur Rahmaan reported that his father (Abdur Rahmaan bin 
Ya'qoob) said: "Abu Sa'eed Al-Khudree about wearing lower garment". He said: 
"You have come to the man who knows it well. Allaah's Messenger said: The 
Izaar of the Muslim should be halfway down his legs-and he is guilty of no sin if it 
extends between that and the ankles, but what comes lower than the ankles is in 
Hell. (On the Day of Judgment), Allaah will not look at him who conceitedly trails 
his lower garment.' " 129 



127 Reported by Muslim, Saheeh Muslim V. 3, hadeeth # 5200. 

^Reported by Ahmad, At-Ttirmithee, An-Nassaa'ee, and others. At-Tirmithee said it is sound and 
acceptable hadeeth (At-Tirmithee, Book of Dress # 1 783). See As-Saheehah, V. 4, # 1 765. 
^Saheeh Abee Dawood, hadeeth # 3449. Also reported by Ibn Maajah. Al-Albaanee said it is Saheeh 
as in As-Saheehah, and in Saheeh Al-Jaami' As-Sagheer, # 921 . 
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Al-Hafidh Ibn Hajer, may Allaah's Mercy be upon him, said: "It is concluded, 
therefore, that there are two two cases regarding the men's Izaar: a highly 
recommended case where the length of the lower garment is halfway down the 
shanks, and a permissible length where its lower border is above the ankles." 130 

Note: Shortening the lower garment above the middle of shanks is an 
exaggeration in Deen and it is prohibited. 



What Clothes Are Covered Under The Laws Regarding Isbaal? 

When it comes to the Issue of Isbaal for men, what matters is the length and not 
the kind of dress. Abdullah bin Umar reported that: 

LK^J J jV Lf* JW"V' " : J 15 -U^jft ill lf Ja J- j^C (jj ill Alt JC 
■ijjl-i jji 4_a.jij_"<LaLia]| j»jJ AjJI ill __>lail e^Lp- tiljJi j^. jja t<LoLax]lj 

"Isbaal is lower garment, >A/-Qameess, 131 and turban 132 . If anyone 
trails any of them conceitedly, Allaah will not look at him on the Day 
of Resurrection." 133 

Ilmaam Ibn Hazm said describing the Musbil: "\sbaal generally covers trousers, 
lower garments, shirts, and everything people wear." 1 3 ^ 



:30 Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P. 259. 

^Al-Qamees, the Shirt that covers the body halfway to the middle of the legs. Included in this category 
is the Morocon j5 hooded cloak, '^h- Jallaabiyyah (a loose shirtlike garment, the common dress of the 
male population of Egypt), AI-'Abaa'ah (a cloak-like, woolen wrap, occasionally striped), and the like 
Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P. 260. 

132 This shows that trailing and hanging down is not confined to the Izaar in all of its forms. One should 
not exceed the usual customs and practices that do not oppose the Islamic teachings. The turban as well 
as its ends should not be very long in order to safequard against conceit and arrogance besided this would 
be considered as extravagance. Some of toady's lengthy turbans may need a special instrument to roll 
them! Similarly there is trailing and hanging in the wide sleeves of some garments especially in some parts 
of Egypt and in Sudan. Imaam Ibn Qayyim, may Allaah's Mercy be upon him, said: "Lengthy and wide 
sleeves, which look like bags, were never worn by the Prophet p or anyone of his companions, and (their 
style) is in opposition to his Sunnah. Their permissibility is doubtful because they they are related to false 
pride". Imaam Ash-Shawkaanee, may Allaah's Mercy be upon him, described the clothes of some of the 
scholars as having "wide sleeves such that each one would be sufficent to make of it an outer garment or 
a shirt for one of his children or to one of the orphans!. .."-Nayel Al-Awtaar, V. 2, 108. 
133 Safreel7 Abee Dawood, # 3450, Saheeh Ibn Maajah, # 3567, An-Nassaa'ee, and Ibn Abee Shayebah. 
Shayekh Al- Albaanee authenticated it in Saheeh Al-Jaami'# 2770. 
134 lbn Hazm's Al-Muhalla, V. 4, P. 100, the Chapter on Salaat (Prayers). 
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Al-Haafidh Ibn Hajer quoted At-Tabaree saying: "In the lifetime of the Prophet p 
most people used to wear the Izaar and AI-'Ardiyah (loose outer garments, 
cloaks, robes, etc.). But When people started wearing shirts and other kinds of 
clothes (like cloaks etc.), the same ruling of prohibition applied to the trailing and 
hanging of the Izaar was applied to them. Ibn Battaal said: This is a good 
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analogical deduction. So, even if there is no text that includes the Thobe , the 
prohibition clearly involves all (i.e. all dresses that hang low)'. "135 

Isbaal And Prayers: 

You may have noticed some people tugging up their lower garments (especially 
pants) when they are about to start their prayers. They refer to a hadeeth 
reported by Abee Dawood in which it is said that: "Allaah does not accept the 
prayers from a man trailing his lower garment". However, the hadeeth is weak. 
Shayek Nassir ud Deen Al-Albaanee said: "Its Isnaad is weak, because of Abu 
Ja'far, an un-known as Ibnul Qattan said. ..So, whoever authenticated the Isnaad 
of this is mistaken." 136 

Having said the above, one should be aware that intending to pray in a state of 
Isbaal out of conceit, subjects the Musbil to a grave punishment from Allaah. 
Abdullah bin Mas'oud said: 



ojl j) (Jiua! jjA "; JjSj p Jtt\ J>"JJ ' "it m i l ;Jla Ajc. Ai\ (_s-^aj -Sjxj^o <jjl <jt 

i^jjb ^1 Jail liA-"^lja. V j <&! (j* ^Hjla e-^-p^ <c£L^a 

(Ja. ^gfl qa S^t i all (Jim all" ; J jsujia ^jjl ^jc ti j3 

^IjjUl sljj : (;? 4»JI JlS .^AjJCj ^Jl JjJall 4 <!? %lll t ^Uallj Jjjb 

^ cjjLjl^ 1 r r ■ - j 't>^ ls^'j^' oljj:JaaUll Jlij nijtiij <1Ujj 

.£«LaJI g j-s . <-> 

"I heared Allaah's Messenger saying: 'Anyone who conceitedly trails his Izaar 
during prayers, flj*- Vj ^ ^ <&l t> Allaah has nothing to do with pardoning 
him and protecting him (from Hell or from bad deeds)." 137 

Another narration came as Mawqoof (i.e. a narration from a companion. In this 
case by Abdullah bin Mas'oud). It reads: "The Musbil during prayer has nothing to 
do with pardoning him and protecting him (from Hell or from bad deeds)." 138 



™ 5 FathulBaaree, V. 10, P. 260. 

136 AI-Albaanee, Mushkat ul Massabeeh, V. 1 , # 761 . 

137 Reported by Abee Dawood V. 1, Book of Salat, hadeeth # 637 (Arabic or English Texts). The 
narration is in At-Tabaraanee in Al-Mu'jam Al-Kabeer , V. 9, P. 315. The checker said: it is authentic." 
138 Reported by Abee Dawood and At-Tayaalisee, V. 1 , P. 352, Al-Baihaqee, V. 2, P. 432 (Book of Zuhd), 
Al-Haythamee in Majma' Az-Zawaa'id, V. 5, P. 124 (he said: At-Tabaraanee reported it and its narrators 
are trustworthy), and Al-Albaanee authenticated it in Saheeh Al-Jaami', hadeeth # 5888. Al-Hafidh Ibn 
Hajer said: "It was reported by At-Tabaraanee with a good Isnaad from Abdullah Ibn Mas'oud. An issue 
like this could not just be an opinion (i.e. of Abdullah Ibn Mas'oud)... "-Fathul Baaree, V. 10, P. 257. 
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The Musbil, therefore, should be aware that Isbaal is a great offense during 
prayers or after its completion. It should be also noted that the Prophet p ordered 
that we should not make Kaft of our clothes or hair during prayers. Kaft is to 
draw, cluster, pile up, tuck up, or band clothes together right before or during 
prayers to prevent their spreading 139 . Like, for example, to bring together and 
assemble the sides of one's Thobe between the legs when one is about to enter 
the prayers or during Ruk'oo or Sujood, to pile up the ends of the head-cover on 
the head or the shoulders, to tuck up the lower ends of the pants, 140 or the ends 
of the sleeves, etc. In the hadeeth narrated by Abdullah bin Abbaas ^ i^j, 
the Prophet p said:: 

Jc. jauJ jl cjjJ ; p g-ul! Jla ; Jla" AjI jj J U$ic. A\ q^j jjJjc. jjj jc. 



"I have been ordered (and thus his Ummah) to prostrate on seven 
bones: on forehead (along with the tip of the nose), pointed towards 
his nose, both hands, both knees and the toes of both feet, and not 
to tuck up the clothes and the hair ." 1 41 



The Dress of Men 



The dress of men is governed by the following legislations: 

1- lt is forbidden if it extends below the ankles. The Musbil is under the threat of 
punishment in Hell. 

2- lsbaa\ itself is Makheelah. 

3- lf the Musbil intends conceit and arrogance, Allaah will not look at him on the 
Day of Judgment. 



139 See Ibn Al-Atheer in An-Nihaayah fee Ghareeb Al-hadeeth, V. 4, P. 184. 

140 This is not to be confused with tucking up and then cutting off the trailing ends of the lower garments 
halfway to the middle of the legs or to an extent that keeps the lower ends of the Thobe, pants, trousers, 
etc. above the ankles. Even if the lower end is within the recommended limits, it should not be tucked up at 
its end because that constitutes Kaft. 
141 Saheeh Al-Bukharee, V. 1 , hadeeth # 774. 



52 



4- lsbaal is not confined to the lower garments. It covers the cloak, robe, pants, 
trousers, turban, sleeves, etc. 

5- The person who does not intend Isbaal and his lower Izaar hangs low out of his 
control is not a Musbil. 

6- The recommended length of the lower garment is halfway to the middle of the 
shanks, and the permissible is to up to the ankles. 

7- The dress must not resemble that of the Kuffar. 

8- The dress must not be for fame. 

9- The dress must not resemble that of women. 

10- The dress must not contain forbidden pictures (human and animal life), or 
material the essence of which is in disagreement with Islamic Principles including 
the immitation of the Kuffar. 

11- W earing golden rings, bracelets, necklace, etc. Is forbidden. 

12- lt is forbidden to wear pure silk. 
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